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Front Cover: Mira Williams plays the violin as guests arrive at the 23rd Annual 
Luncheon. Mira gave more than her time and talent that day—she also donated 
$2 and became our youngest donor at age 10. Inspired by a video about our 
grantees shown at the luncheon, Mira says, “If you have money, why spend 
it on stuff you don’t really need? I think helping a good cause like this is way 
better.” Mira and her cousins, Ayanna and Adé, perform together as the 
musical trio SugarStrings.
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This year brought turning points for both the country and Chicago Foundation 
for Women. With your help, we continued to grow and move forward in  
our work to safeguard the interests of women and girls. We made big steps  
in our grantmaking, our work with coalitions and partnerships, and our  
advocacy efforts.

As the nation and the world face economically troubling times, we know that 
however hard it is, it’s always harder for women and girls. Studies repeatedly 
tell us that women are the first to be hurt by economic downturns—and the last 
to benefit when conditions improve. Because waiting for a turnaround isn’t an 
option for so many in need, Chicago Foundation for Women has responded the 
way strong women always do in the face of a challenge: We take on the issues 
and start tackling the problems. Here’s what we did in the past year:

January 2009
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Our 23rd Annual Luncheon and Symposium featured Denyce 
Graves, star of the opera Margaret Garner. The luncheon 
capped off our year-long collaboration with the opera’s Chicago 
premiere. During that time, we hosted community discussions, 
asking what burdens women—especially women of color—
continue to bear 150 years after slavery’s end. 

We announced two special grant programs in our core areas. 
Thanks to a gift of nearly $1 million, we created the Irene 
Bayrach Anti-Violence Legacy Fund to address family violence 
in all its forms. A $100,000 challenge grant from the Tides 
Foundation created The Catalyst Fund to support projects—led 
by and for women of color—that strive for reproductive justice. 
Watch for those grants in next year’s report.

We awarded this year’s Ruth Bader Ginsburg Award for a 
Pioneer in Women’s Rights to health activist Byllye Avery  
and invited former Surgeon General Dr. Joycelyn Elders to 
present the honor at our Impact Awards. We also honored  
Jo Moore with our Action Award and Amber Smock with  
the Founders’ Award.

This year’s successes are only possible because of each and every one of you, our donors.  
We are grateful for all that you do.

Mary F. Morten
Interim Executive Director

Mae P. Hong
Board Chair

Through the Women’s Economic Security Initiative, we are 
partnering with sister funds across the country to commission 
research, develop policy and educate the public about 
poverty’s effects on women-headed households. With help 
from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, we will make sure that 
solutions to poverty put women at the center.

In our advocacy work, we joined a coalition that fought to 
restore critical public health services in Cook County. We  
also pressured the state to end its support for abstinence—
only—until—marriage programs and require comprehensive, 
accurate reproductive health education for young people. 
Studies prove that when young people are denied accurate 
sexual health information, girls pay the highest price.

Our five Leadership Councils—Asian American, African 
American, Latina, Lesbian and Young Women—continue  
to broaden our outreach and amplify the Foundation’s work  
in diverse communities through their own grantmaking  
and  programs. 

❖ ❖

❖ ❖

❖ ❖
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Passion and mission. Those are the twin pillars of Gwen Gilbert Cohen’s 
commitment to Chicago Foundation for Women. Sitting in her office many  
floors above downtown Chicago’s busy streets, Gwen talks about the 
Foundation’s mission. “It’s what got my attention,” she says. And it is what  
got her to write her first check to the Foundation almost two decades ago  
and keeps her giving year after year.

As a donor and a longtime Foundation fundraiser, Gwen understands what  
it takes to ask someone to donate money. “I have to go where that person  
is and understand that person has the same appreciation for the work that  
the Foundation does, for the difference the Foundation has made for more  
than 23 years, for the results that have been multiplied, not just for one  
person but for a family and the community.”

While the Alumnae Council’s co-chair, Gwen engaged former board members 
“who still want to give to the organization.” The Alumnae Council “is a way 
of keeping them connected with the Foundation and providing a network of 
relationships.”

The key to it all, Gwen believes, is a passion for supporting women and 
girls around specific issues “like reproductive health, economic stability and 
freedom from violence. All three of those critical issues are so inter-related,” 
she says. “If I am a woman who has the ability to pursue a career without 
the burden of violence, at home or someplace else, and if I have the ability to 
decide my reproductive health, that helps me determine my future. And then  
I can be as successful as any male.”

“The thing that I think 
everybody gets, and 
corporations get, 
is that when the 
workplace is free of 
violence, everybody is 
more productive.”

— Gwen Gilbert Cohen
      First VP wealth advisor,  
      Morgan Stanley 

      2008 co-chair of the  
      Alumnae Council

Inspiring a Mentor
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It is thanks to contributions and grants made by individuals,  
corporations and foundations that Chicago Foundation for 
Women continues to improve the lives of women and girls 
throughout the Chicago area. 

The Foundation uses these resources to grant money, educate  
our grantees and the public, develop diverse leadership and  
advocate for women’s human rights. The following is a list of our 
donor partners during fiscal year July 1, 2007 through June 30, 
2008. Thank you for your support.

WHO SUPPORTS US...



7 Individual Donors

$750,000+

The Estate of Irene Bayrach

$250,000–$749,000

The Estate of Sylvia M. Radov

$100,000–$249,000

Lucia Woods Lindley

$50,000–$99,999

Anonymous (2)

Lauraine and Cliff Jensen

$20,000–$49,999

Conant Family Foundation

Mary Winton Green

Ginny Holt

Barbara Levy Kipper

Suzanne Musikantow

Susan and Nicholas Pritzker

Lynne Rosenthal

$10,000–$19,999

Anonymous (2)

Anne Searle Bent

Elizabeth S. Guenzel

Patricia and Robert Moore

Jo and Art Moore

Sylvia Neil

Grace Allen Newton and  

	 David Weinberg

Debra Pizer

Carol Prins & John Hart / The  

	 Jessica Fund

Janice E. Rodgers

Barbara Rose and Neil Peck

Tina Tchen

Paula Wolff

Andrea L. Zopp

$5,000–$9,999

Anonymous

Jean Allard

Kemery Bloom

Diana Braun

Fay Clayton and Lowell Sachnoff

Marge and Lew Collens

Judy and Bill Cottle

Kimberly Duchossois

Barbara E. Franke

Helen R. Friedli

Blair Hull

Nancy Juda and Jens Brasch

Carol and Ed Kaplan

Lisa Yun Lee

Frances Lehman

Marcena W. and Norris Love

Marineau Family Foundation

Nina and Philip Martin

Deborah J. Rohde

Leora Rosen

Nancy M. Rosen

Sandra Rusnak

Alice Young Sabl

Edna J. Schade

Margot Levin Schiff and Harold Schiff

Catherine Siegel

Anita K. Sinha

Ronna Stamm and Paul Lehman

Heather A. Steans

Donna M. and Thomas H. Stone

Laura A. Tucker

Gail Waller and Timothy Schwertfeger

$2,500–$4,999

Abena Apea

Lucy and Peter Ascoli

Jennifer Aubrey

María Bechily and Scott Hodes

Prudence and Francis Beidler

Marjorie and Charles Benton

Ellen Carnahan

Sally T. Clair

Isa Ellis

Terry Satinover Fagen

Peter Giangreco

Nancy Gidwitz

Dawn Hancock

Susan S. Hassan

Bette Cerf Hill and Bruce Sagan

Millicent Holmes

Mae P. Hong

Barbara and Kenneth Kaufman

Greg and Lynda Kolb

Robert Lifton and Carol Rosofsky

Lois Lipton and Richard Carey

Gail Ludewig

Eileen Mertens

Lois Mills

Barbara Molotsky

Mary Morse and Jim McBride

H. Gael Neeson

Janis Wellin and John Notz

Kate O’Malley

Abby O’Neil and Carroll Joynes

Margot L. Pritzker

Joy and Rudolph S. Rasin

Ellen A. Rosen

Susie and Jeff Rubenstein

Bettylu and Paul Saltzman

Carleen Schreder and Ralph Musicant

Toni S. Smith

Kim Taylor

Aylice M. Toohey and Eric Gorman

Iris S. Witkowsky

Frances K. Zemans

$1,000–$2,499

Anonymous (7)

Lynne B. Adams

Carol L. Adams

Jeannie Affelder

Susan Alberts

Mary Burrus Babson

Laura and Arthur Baden

Queta Rodriguez Bauer

Ellen Benjamin and Frederick Bates

Ellen Benninghoven

Susan Berman

Karen Bloom

Catherine and Addison Braendel

Betsy Brill

Renée Caputo

Eileen Clune

Sara Green Cohan and Daniel Cohan

Josephine C. Conlon

Pamela Crutchfield

Lynn G. Cutler

Ruth Dunbar Davee



8Elissa Hamid Efroymson

Barbara Engel and Jesse Hall

Edith H. Falk

Sylvia Fergus

Mary M. Finnegan

Jean and James Foley

Deborah Chase and James Franczek

Susan and Paul Freehling

Carol Freibaum

Susan and Sy Frolichstein

Susan Gallagher

Meredith Conant George

Rita M. Glass, EdD

Sharon Glazer and Howard Kane

Anne C. Haffner

William Haupricht

Kathy and Jim Hurley

Lorraine and Jay Jaffe

Margaret Janus

Elizabeth M. Johnson

Rachel Kaplan and The Kaplan  

	 Family Foundation

Sally Meyers Kovler and Jon Kovler

Rachel Kraft and Michael Maggio

Mary Ann Lachman

Missy Lavender

LeFort-Martin Family Donor-Advised 

	 Fund of The DuPage Community 		

	 Foundation

Katherine M. Lorenz

The Mardie MacKimm Fund

Bertha G. Magaña

Karen May

Barbara and Richard Melcher

Sara and Richard Mesirow

Virginia G. Monroe

Kathy Najimy

Jodi A. Newmark

Susan Bass Noel / Robert and 

	 Isabelle Bass Foundation, Inc.

Kevin M. O’Keefe

Missy Pascal

Caryle and Robert Perlman

Jamie Phillippe

Jean Pogge and Kathryn Auerbach

Eva Janzen Powell and Smith T. Powell IV

Stephanie Riger

Kerry Rockquemore and William 

Haupricht

Kathleen Roseborough and Al Lipton

Guy Rounsaville

Rita Sackar

Norman Sackar

Jane M. Saks

Louise and Charles Saltzman

Mary Ann and Robert Savard

Muriel Schnierow

Louise K. Smith

Nancy Spore

Cheryl Stein

Peggy Sullivan

Judith Becker Thomas

Jackie Tilton

Anne Coulter Tobey

Joan Turk

Patty Walsh

Vanessa J. Weathersby

Rachel Weinstein

Mary L. Winburn

Julie R. Zielke

$500–$999

Anonymous

Raluca Alexandru

L. Ann Allison

Sophia AlQuraishi

Byllye Avery and Ngina Lythcott

Christine H. Bakalar

Donna and Bill Barrows

Ronald G. Bauer

Ruth and Roy Belzer

Kay Berkson

Mr. and Mrs. Dean L. Buntrock

Pamela A. Butler

Kathleen Cheevers

Melissa P. Chow

Gwen Gilbert Cohen

Cathy Cohen

I-Tsuay D’Arcangelis

Debora de Hoyos

Helen C. Doria

Lehla Dowlatshahi

Joan M. Eagle

Deborah and Jennifer Edidin

Patricia A. Engels

Roberta G. Evans

Merri Ex

Sunny and Paul Fischer

Maya and David Friedler

Rita A. Fry

Jacqueline Gilbert

William Glenn and Prescott Hafner

Ethel and William Gofen

Ruth Goldman

Susan Goldschmidt

Keith Kiley Goldstein

Henrietta Gomez

Dr. Vicky Gordon

Susan Davis Heisler and George Heisler

Elizabeth M. Higashi

Lorraine Holland

Sidney Hollander

Karen W. Howell

Laurie Huget

Shirley H. Jaffee

Nancy John

Andrew and Sheree Johnson

Margaret and Gary Kachadurian

Howard E. Kane

Marie and Larry Kaufman

Priscilla Kersten

Helen J. Kessler

Adrienne King

Sherry L. Koppel

Nancy Kotler

Vivian and Loren Kramer

Iris Krieg and James Hardy

Sandhya Krishnan

Wende Fox Lawson

Michael S. Lehman

Lucy Lehman

Carole and Martin Levine

Janet and Ramsey Lewis

Tim Showalter-Loch

Patricia Locke

Debby and David MacKenzie

Janina Marks and sons Peter, Paul  

	 and Danny

Millie Marnin

Rosanna A. Marquez

Laura McAlpine and Jeanne Kracher



9 Sheila M. Merry

Maureen Quinn Moore and  

	 Michael Moore

Colette Morrow

Mary F. Morten

Mary Mrowicki

Dawn Clark Netsch

Mary F. O’Toole

Heather Paquette

Louise Pauly

Alicia Pond

Elizabeth M. Postell

Sylvia Pozarnsky

Jacqueline L. Quern

Simin Rasmussen

Patricia and Clisson Rexford

Beth E. Richie

Miriam Roberts

Linda B. Robin

Nicole R. Robinson

Desirée Glapion Rogers

Julie Roin

Sheli Z. Rosenberg

Joan H. and Robert R. Rudolph

Esther S. Saks

Laura Samson

Deborah M. Sawyer

Alicia M. Senior-Saywell

Judith Feigon Schiffman and  

	 David Schiffman

Carol Schroeder

Susan Gilbert Seigle

Gail and Allen Shiner

Gabrielle Sigel

Woon-Wah Siu

Penelope R. Steiner

Margaret Stender

Rona Talcott

Brad and Lisa Tank

Sharmila Rao Thakkar

Bryan Vrablik

Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Waichler

Lee-Lin Wang, MSW

Tita Zeffren

$250–$499

Anonymous (5)

Rachel Abramson

Gaylon Topps Alcaraz

Nancy E. Anderson

Jude Andrews

Veronica I. Arreola

Lori A. Baas

Mary Bahr / MAB Advertising

Carrie Baizer

Mary Jo Barrett

Marilyn Benuska

Autumn Berg

Mary Beth Berkoff

Karen Bjorgan

Aileen B. Blake

Georgia Conlon Blalock

Marjorie Boliscar

Nancy J. Bothne

Jay Braatz

Yolanda Cardenas

Evette Cardona and Mona Noriega

Karen Case

Adela Cepeda

Jennifer Chamberlin

Wendy J. Cohen

Sandy Collins

R. Sue Connolly and Han Vo

Joan E. Coogan

Linda Corby

Theresa A. Cothern

Mariah Pearl Cunnick

Barbara Flynn Currie

Lenore Holt-Darcy

Harpreet Datt

Lilliana De Santiago

Ritu Dhingra

Amina Dickerson

Amy T. Dickinson

Tarrina Dikes

Barbara Dillard and Custer Ritchie

Bud Dobbins

Gwen Stern

Timothy Drake

Timothy and Eliza Earle

Kelli Gardner Emery

Natalie Evans

Kara Fagan

Nina Baker Feinberg

Ellen and Matt Feldman

Mary Filice

Jean Fishbeck and Judy Popvich

Joan M. Flanagan

Francine Friedman

Adrianne B. and Bob Furniss

Jill M. Garling

Sarah Nava Garvey

Erin J. Gilbert

Gail C. Ginsberg

Mandy Gittler

Ken and Kendal Gladish

Kathy Goldberg

Joan Goldstein

J. Cunyon Gordon

Radhika Sharma Gordon

Kathleen A. Graham

Karen Granda, PhD

Mary and Richard Gray

Nancy Greer

Carolyn Grisko

Joan and Guy Gunzberg

Susan C. Haddad

Dana and John Hagenah

Elizabeth W. Halpern

Karen Hansen

Monique Hanson

Patricia N. Harada

Janaan Hashim

Lois Hauselman

Harriet Hausman

Linda Havard

Gretchen Henninger

Jan Hergesheimer

Jane T. Herron

Katherine Hickman

Melissa Hinds

Claudia Hinojosa

Joyce Hirsch

Celene Peurye-Hissong

Mellody Hobson

Sarai L. Hoffman

Janine L. Hoft and Linda Wagner

Maureen Horwitz

Mary Ann Hynes

Catherine Jackson
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The Polk Bros. Foundation has funded Chicago Foundation for Women since 
1991, contributing $627,500 to support work that improves the lives of women and 
girls. “When an organization does good work, we stay with them,” says Sandra 
P. Guthman, Polk Bros. Foundation CEO and board chair. “We support Chicago 
Foundation for Women because they are effective enablers of programs for 
women. They do it by working with existing programs or organizations to increase 
their capacity, which thereby makes the organization better able to serve women 
and girls.”

Polk Bros. Foundation’s mission aligns well with that of Chicago Foundation for 
Women. Polk Bros. “seeks to improve the quality of life for the people of Chicago” 
by partnering with local nonprofits “that work to reduce the impact of poverty” 
through access to “quality education, preventive health care and basic  
human services.” 

The grants Polk Bros. has given to Chicago Foundation for Women support two 
“distinct areas that are very related,” Guthman says. One area is capacity-building 
workshops for nonprofits that serve women and girls. Polk’s other area of support 
is re-grants that Chicago Foundation for Women gives to small organizations. 

“We’ve found that Chicago Foundation for Women is very effective and efficient 
at working with small organizations. We have an entry-level hurdle for the size of 
organizations that it makes sense for us to fund, it’s very helpful to have Chicago 
Foundation for Women there. We can make grants to them for re-granting to small 
organizations that would not meet our criteria. So there’s no overlap and it helps 
new and emerging organizations get started.”

“We support Chicago 
Foundation for  
Women because  
they are effective 
enablers of programs 
for women.”

— Sandra P. Guthman
    CEO and Board Chair  
       Polk Bros. Foundation

Inspiring a Partner

Taking Back Our Lives is an emerging organization funded  
by Chicago Foundation for Women grants, thanks to the  
support of Polk Bros. Foundation.



11 Betty Jacobs

Anne Jacobson and Richard Kolsky

Carol Johnson

Kitty Juda

Herta Hess Kahn

Miriam J. Kelm

Mary Lou Kennedy

Diane Keller Kessler

Barbara Kessler

Joanne Klonoski

Mary Koczorowski

Geeta Krishnamurthi

Suzanne L. Krohn

Nora Kyger

Julie B. Lakehomer

Rosielyn Lassiter

Robin Lavin

Marcia E. Lazar

Dr. Patricia Williams-Lessane

Amanda Lewis and Tyrone Forman

Vernis Barrier-Likes

Laura M. Linger

Richard Pincus and Jan Linn

Marcia J. Lipetz

Sara Segal Loevy and Steven  

	 Ross Loevy

Kenyatha Loftis

Anne Reusche-Marzahl

H. Scott Matheney

Beatrice Cummings Mayer

Ruth and Jack McCullough

Jacqueline L. McKay

Jean M. Meilinger

Sharon Michnuk

Dana M. Mikstay

Melissa Mizel and Michael Edwards /

	 Honeybee Foundation

Julie Mokdessi

Kelly and Ted Moore

Ted B. Moore

Laura Moore

Elizabeth and Gareth Morris

Gail Morse

Maureen Mosh

Leslye Mueller

Roberta Nechin

Tamara L. Nelson

Daryl Newell

Dana Levinson

Joan Nowicki

Sarah Ann Oliver

Beth Pagnotta

Diana Pando

Sheena Panoor

Yoonshin Park

Lynn B. Pearl

Janet and Stephen Penley

Lizanne B. Phalen

Irene S. Phelps

Elizabeth Baldwin Phillips

Mary Beth Pieprzyca

Amy Polakow / KIMCO Corporation

Barbara Polikoff

Gaye E. Preston

Sylvia Puente

Deborah L. Puntenney, PhD

Sandra A. Reese

Susan Regenstein

Marlene and Harold Richman

Silvia Rivera

Jean Hardy Robinson and Bill Robinson

Jill and Ron Rohde

Hannah Rosenthal and Rick Phelps

Ruth M. Rothstein

Carol J. Sabransky

Linda Saranow

Rachel Sauerwein

Cynthia S. Schilsky

Judi Schindler

Susan H. Schwartz

Doug Scovil

Mita D. Shah

Patrick Sheahan

Barbara and Michael Simon

Marion E. Simon

Ada Skyles

Deirdre Joy Smith

Catherine G. Solomon

Alan Solow and Andrea Lavin Solow

Teresita Soto

Mr. and Mrs. James Spiotto

Fredric and Nikki Will Stein

Judith E. Stein

Beth Stephens

Debra L. Stetter

Pamela B. Strobel

Ileen Sylvester

Willa Taylor

Ann E. Thompson

Donna J. Thompson

Senoe Torgerson

Monica Vachher

Kristina Van Liew

Mony Ruiz-Velasco

Elizabeth K. Ware

Elaine Waxman

Julia R. Weertman

Barbara A. Weiner

Romlee Weinstein

Bernice Weissbourd

Tracy S. Whitehead

Mary Beth Williams

Annetta Wilson

Cynthia A. Wilson and Charles Peters

Elizabeth Wright and Julie Kaufman

Mary Kay and Stephen Wysham

Grace Jung Sook Yoon

Donna Zagorski

Betsy Hughes Zimbler

$100–$249

Anonymous (5)

Becky Adelberg

Susan Adler

Marcia K. Aduss

Judith A. Aiello

Barbara Allie

Vanessa Allmon

Frankie and Howard Alper

Lynn Alice Altfeld

Shelley R. Amdur

Jacqueline Anderson

Angela Anderson

Catherine S. Anderson

Sonya Anderson

Shauna L. Boliker Andrews

Karen J. Andrews

Laura K. Antolin

Joseph and Laura Antolin



12Tamar Frolichstein-Appel and Elliot 

	 Frolichstein-Appel

Rebecca Girvin-Argon

Crystal E. Ashby

Donna M. Avery

Janice Axelrod

Sylvia Babbin

Pam, James, Alex and Carly Baker

Sheila K. Bakuuba

Estela Balderas

Cess Barin

Mary C. Baskin

Alicia Bassuk

Anne and Carol Battershell

Kendra L. Beard

Eve Becker

Diane and Michael Beemer

Carol Anne Been

Jennifer Hebert-Beirne

Diana Beliard

Kennette Benedict

Karl Benson

Susan Benton

Meta and Ronald Berger

Cynthia A. Bergmann

Sarita Bhakuni

Helaine A. Billings

Margaret C. Bisberg

Saundra Bishop

Lorraine Bishop

Sandra Blau

Ellen H. Block

Fred and Katsuko Blum

Karen Boehning

Mary Jo Bollero

Laura Bossert

Norma L. Polanco-Boyd

Sue Brady

Patricia Brandon

Marlis Broadhead

Kathy L. Brock

Matthew Brody

Jen Kauper-Brown

Diane Brown

Paula J. Brown

Cheryl Lynn Bruce

Barbara Buell

Karin J. Bull

Amy Buonassisi

Cheryl Burton

Kathleen Butera

Margaret K. Butler

T L. C

Maggie Cain

Nicolas Camcam III

Patricia Campbell

Lisa Canafax

Edith F. Canter

Pauline Cantin

Maria C. Capoccia

Marc Carmel

Kate Carmichael

Michelle S. Carr

C.C. Carter

Ann S. Carton

Mildred R. Casey

Daniel Casey

Marilynn J. Cason

Maidel Cason

Gloria Castillo

Martin R. Castro

Doris Salomón Chagin

Lorie A. Chaiten and Harold C. Hirshman

Emilie Chandler

Kyle L. Chang

Matt Chapman

Anonymous

Michele Childers

Alison Chisolm

Thomas E. Chomicz

Colleen Cicchetti

Nicole Ciesla

Deborah Steimel-Clair

Dee Clancy

Nancy L. Clark

Lori Clark

Shelley and Mike Clayton

Betty L. Cleeland

Joan E. Clifford

Vickii Coffey

Alexandra and Bill Cole

Kathryn Cole

Sue S. Conley

Dolores Connolly

Rev. Nan Conser

Nancy Simon Cooper and Charles 

Cooper

Cathleen Costello

Richard and Suzanne Cottle

Robin Walker Cottle and Morris Cottle

Ann Courter

Adrienne Cowan

Sherre Jennings Cullen

Shakuntala N. Dabhade

Dana Damyen

Alice J. Dan

Sherry K. Daniels

Judith A. Davis

Gertrude and Milton Davis

Laura Davis

Camille De Frank

Maria Deganello

Brenda DeGeer

Neeta Demeunenaere

Andrea Densham

Reshma Desai

Julie Devaud

Robbie Deveney

Jane S. Dewey

Erika Dillon

Victoria DiProva

Barbara J. Disko

Nada Djordjevic

Dr. Renee Cargerman Dolezal

Anne M. Donahoe

Melanie C. Dreher

Sally Drucker

Sheila Dugan

Susanne M. Dumbleton

Carrie A. Durkin

Giddy and Bob Dyer

Carol Eastin

Michael Eglit

Lisa and Nate Eimer

Nancy Felton-Elkins

Dr. Amy Robbins Ellison

Susan and Tarek Elmasrg

Della Eppenstein

Brigitte M. Erbe

Sandra Eskin



What makes María C. Bechily believe in Chicago Foundation for Women? 
“Because from day one, one of its basic core values has been to involve all 
women,” she says. “We fund every conceivable group that you can imagine  
in the city of Chicago. And we have been able to bring together women of  
all walks of life, all ethnic and racial groups, all sexual orientations. We are  
truly unique.”

María was an early believer in the Foundation’s mission to raise money and 
make grants to emerging women’s organizations, coming aboard in 1985 at 
the invitation of founding members Sunny Fischer and Iris J. Krieg. “We were 
definitely pioneers,” she says, recalling the enthusiastic response from women 
who saw a need and wanted to fill it. Some people, though, thought raising 
money to support the work of women’s organizations “would be impossible.”

But María and those who believed saw only great possibilities. They took risks, 
because they could, and began to tell the “story about the collective power  
of philanthropy.”

So, along with raising money, they became ardent promoters of philanthropy. 
“We had to spread the word about what it takes to be a philanthropist and how 
it is that you can really shape the present and the future of our city and our 
community by becoming a philanthropist.”

“We have been able to 
bring together women 
of all walks of life, 
all ethnic and racial 
groups, all sexual 
orientations. We are 
truly unique.”

— María C. Bechily
      Owner of María Bechily  
      Public Relations 

      Founding board member and 
      Alumnae Council member

Inspiring a Pioneer
13



Elizabeth Evans

Sally Ewing

Ellen and Brad Falkof

Fatima Fallah

Jennifer Farrington

Bette Feinerman

Lisa Ferguson

Elaine Fiffer

Dr. Tessa Fischer

Natalie W. Fisher

Linda May Fitzgerald

Mickie Flanigan

Jan and William Flapan

Eudice S. Fogel

Sandy Fong

Amanda and Matthew Fox

Joan A. Fragen

Cynthia Frahm

Cassandra Jansen Francis

Rhoda L. Frank

Karen A. Peters

Sandra K. Frank

Peggy J. Franks

Anne Frenkel

Sherry and Richard Frenzel

Adrienne Friedman

Madelon Fross

Robyn Gabel

Bryna and Edward Gamson

Bindu Ganga

Nita Gangwal

Helene S. Gardner

Carolyn Garrett and Ben Segedin

Sharon D. Gates

Susan J. Gault

Trina N. Ntamere

Madelyn George

Patti Gerbie

Sandy Smith Gerding

Julia E. Getzels

Monica Getzendanner

Deborah J. Gillespie

Barbara Gimbel

Paula Giroux

Karyn Glass

Linda Glass

Susanne K. Glink

Carlyn E. Goettsch

Jaye Golanty

Barbara G. Gold

Deidra D. Gold

Judy Goldberg

Gilliam Goodman

Michelle Goodman

Ann D. Goodman

Susan K. Gordy

Colleen Gorman

Jean and Harry Gottlieb

Audrey Gould

Kathleen Graffam

Janet L. Graham and Robert L. Graham

Wynn Graham

Karen J. Graves

Karen B. Greenbaum

Rayna Greenberg

Delta A. Greene

Leise Grimmer

Karen Groene

Linda Groetzinger

Carol A. Gronlund

Judith L. Grubner

Rebecca Gruenspan

James and Kimberly Gruidl

Audrey and Ronald Grzywinski

Anjali Gurnani

Sandra and Jack Guthman

Donna Gutman

Sonya K. Guttman

Sharon Haar

Adrienne Hamilton

Frances M. Hammond

Julie E. Hamos

Phyllis J. Handelman

Julia Harris and Sunil Garg

Karen Harrison

Kerry Heiple

Theresa Herlevsen

Susan N. Herman

Tina and David Herpe

Sue and Stuart Hertzberg

Mary Hills

Donna Hoffman

Melinda Holland

Doris B. Holleb

Takeesha R. Hart-Holmes

Dave and Eurie Hong

Gene and Jenny Hong

Carol Honigberg

Ruth Horwich

AnJanette Hosley

James and Nancy Hotchkiss

Ellen V. Howe

Beverly B. Huckman

Dolores F. Huget

Marcia Hundt

Senator Mattie Hunter

Stephanie Hurley

Matt Hurr

Lindsay Hurst

Nicole R. Ingram

Luanne Irvin

Vanessa G. Jacobsen

Linda and Alan Jacobson

Catherine Jaros

Catherine Jefcoat and Bonnie Wade

Katherine Scott Jimenez

Sherry L. John

Lynne E. Johnson

Nancy W. Johnson

Zakiya Johnson

Elaine and Matthew Moy Johnson

Robert Matthews Johnson and Diane 

Holliday Johnson

Anjali Julka

Mary K. Kaiser

Mary and Jerome Kaltman

Maxine and Larry Kane

Lily Kanter

Kathryn Baker Kemp

Jennifer A. Kenedy

Kate Kennedy

Melissa A. Kerr

Tom and Cindy Kienzle

Helen J. Kim

Tamika Kinsey

Jacqueline P. Kirley

Sari Klein

Judith A. Kohler

Robin Ringleka-Kottke

Susan Netchin Kramer
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Sarah Kremsner

Judy Kreston and David Lahm

Karen Kring

Sharon Krohn

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Kugel

Marjorie and Steven Kulp

Janice and Melvin Kupperman

Joan F. Ladle

Jill W. Landsberg

Carolyn Landwehr

Louise Lane

Carolyn Lang

Beth M. Lange

Debbie Larker

Angela Larson

Avis LaVelle

Paula Lawson

Danielle Lazar

Ngoan Thi Le

Fredi Leaf

Jane Leary

Jonathan Lehman

Kathleen D. Leitzell

Elizabeth Lennon

Dominique Leonardi

Carolyn S. Levin

Ferne Levy

Betsy Kraft

Charlene B. Lieber

Emily Lifton

Nancy Roberts Linder

Connie L. Lindsey

Wendolyn Linton

Margaret M. Lioi

Kathryn Lipuma

Marilyn I. Lissner

Anissa Listak

Trinita Logue

Elena Lojo

Lisa Lorick

Sharon Lorsch

Louise and Ernie Love

Mary B. Lubertozzi

Connie M. Luecke

Marj Lundy

Nancy J. Lynn

Gabrielle H. Lyon

Susan O’Brien Lyons

Trude Madalon

Kate Maehr and Sam Pickering

Michelle Mainor

Emma P. Makarewich

Wendy Manning

Nancy Gore Marcus

Sylvia R. Margolies

Sandra Mars

Laurie Marston

Mary A. Martin

Gail L. Mathews

Linda M. Mayer

Melissa and William McClayton

Mel McGuire

Deryl McKissack

Patricia R. McMillen

Carrie C. McNally

E. Spes Mekus

Jennifer J. Mercer

Dina Merrell

Diane Messerschmidt

Janet S. Migdow

Britt M. Miller

Dawn H. Miller

Ricardo Millett

Judith E. Mitchell

John C. Mitchell

Michael Modica

Honor B. Mogul

Joy L. Monahan

Alex Montgomery

Camila Montoya

Nadine Moore

Elizabeth and Wendy Blackwell-Moore

Elaine Morris

Carol Murin

Monica G. Murphy

Lynn H. Murray

Neeta Nadkarny

Angela Nambiar

Kathryn Nesburg

Constance Nestor

Emily Koenig Neuberger  

	 and Henry Neuberger

Thomas J. Neylon

Carol S. Nielsen

Paul Nijensohn

Linda Nolan

Joanne Noonan

Jenny Notz

Bonnie Oberman

Pamela Olson

John A. Oppenheimer

Anne F. Oppenheimer

Susan and Ted Oppenheimer

Roseann Palermo

Geri L. Palmer

Lisa A. Palmer

Diana Palomar

Dan Palonis

Irma Parker

Deborah Pascal

Diane Pascal

Nancy and Thomas Patterson

Mary Pauly

Esther Franco-Payne

Laura P. Pearl

Dana M. Pearl

Sarah Dyer Pedraza

Audrey Rone Peeples

Karen Peery

Jodi Patt Pellettiere

Shari Pergricht

David Pesqueira

María del Socorro Pesqueira

Jean Peterman

Marianne Philbin and Lloyd Sachs

Mackenzie K. Phillips

Jan and Glenn Piercy

Victoria and John Pink

Ina Pinkney

Renee Pleshar

Kali Plomin

Elizabeth and Harvey Plotnick

Beth Plunkett

Jeanie Pollack

Mary Jane Pollack

Wendy Pollack

James Pope

Dianne Prange

Kate C. Pravera

Rhonda Present
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Dorothy Press

Walter A. Price, Jr.

Lucia Boyden Prochnow

Mary Pula

Laura Quayle

Lisa Racioppi

Linda Randall

Jody Raphael

Diane E. Ratekin

Sandy Rau

Anne K. Ream

Susan Reed

Pamela T. Reid

M. Bridget Reidy

Lenore Spear Reif and Burton Reif

Alison Rhoten

Cindy Richards

Shawnelle Richie

Louise Root-Robbins

Cookie Robertson

Karen and Lawrence Robins

Priscilla H. Rockwell

Barbara L. Rodgers

Melba Rodriguez

Eleanor K. Roemer

Lois Cowen Roewade

Ellen Romberg

Suzanne Elkins-Rose

Susan Rosen

Emily Rosenberg

Rochelle Rosenbloom

Linda Rosenblum and Steven Swiryn

Nancy A. Ross

Amy Gusinow Rubin

Rebecca Ryan

Denise Sacks

Amina Saeed

Natalie Saltiel

Kate Sampson

Jean S. Sampson

Jane Schaffer

Margie J. Schaps

Sara Weisblat Schastok

Merle A. Schiller

Jillian Schmuhl

Meaghan L. Schneider

Karen M. Schneider

Ruth Schoenmeyer

Sarah Schrup

Linda Schuman

Bonnie Jo Sclamberg

Susan G. Seder

Dina Seeger

Julia Segel

Cyrus Serry

Brenda Sexton

Rina Shah

Ami M. Shah

Dinesh C. and Panna D. Shah

Lucy Shaker

Marna Shapiro

Aparna Sharma

Patricia L. Sharpe

Barbara Shaw

Robin A. Sheerer

Merry Beth Sheets

Susan Sholl

Megan Short

Rose L. Shure

Elizabeth Siegel and Greg Jacobs

Dianne and Leighton Siegel

Ranjana Bhargava shows board member Marj Halperin how to make samosas at the Asian American Leadership Council’s “Small Plates, Big 
Taste” program—a cooking demonstration and fundraiser.

16



Paula Cofresi-Silverstein

Adele Simmons

Joanna B. Sims

Candi Castleberry Singleton

Louise K. Smith

Patricia Kopolow Smith

Janet Carl Smith and Mel Smith

Mary Ellen Smyth

Unmi Song and Terry Whalen

Sondra Sonneborn

Jennifer K. Soule

Heidi Sperry

Georgia St. Germaine

Nora Stapleton

Ann E. Starr

Anita Stauffer

Natalie Steele

Carol Stein

Sylvia Stein

Sharon Steindam

Lisa Stephens

Gloria Stern

Liz Stiffel

Dorothy Lloyd-Still and John Still

Maureen Stimming

Kim Stone

Carole David Stone

Anne Sawyer Straus

Josephine and Jerome Strauss

Lois Stuckey

Leslie A. Stulberg

Mary Kay Stutenberg

Vicki Suchovsky

Lawrence J. Suffredin

Sheeba Suhaskumar

K.T. Sullivan

Margaret Sullivan

Hollis A. Sunshine

Margot A. Surridge

Heather Sweeney

Linda Erf Swift

Sara L. Szold

Karen Szymanski

Andrea Taetle

Stephanie I. Taiber

Anita Tang

Charlotte Tate and Sandra Strome

Robin Tennant

Lisa Thaler

Phyllis Tholin

Eileen Thompson

Chad Tischer

Judy Baar Topinka

Merle and Thomas Tresser

Eileen Trost

Richard B. Turner

Christy Uchida

Elizabeth Vales

Ashley Van Sant

Pam and Jeff Van Sant

Sandra Vasher

Lori Vass

Elizabeth J. Vastine

Barbara Vicory and Angelina Rossi

Jennifer D. Vidis

Lisa Von Drehle

Sarah S. Wagner

Jeanne A. Wagoner / Hyde Park 

	 Signal Ltd.

Kathleen Walania

Catherine Walters

Dorothy Osborn Walton

Nancy Ward

Hilary C. Ward

Yvette Washington

Roberta L. Washlow

Ida Watanabe

Susan Weber

Karen Weigert

Sharon and Charles Weingarten

Lita Weinstein

Susan Weinstein

Judith A. Weinstein

Elaine C. Weiss

Olga M. Weiss

Sarah Weisz

Jennifer Welch

Deborah Welch

Audrey W. Wennink

Cassandra West

Carol J. Wetmore

Mrs. Florence F. Wheeler

Diana and Peter White

Leslye Whittman

Margaret Wiermanski

Nancy Wiggers and Frank Zebot

Sally Wildman

Amanda Wiley

Donna Erickson Williamson and 

	 Scott Williamson

Angie Wilson

Danielle Winkle, CPA

Amy and Jonathan Wishnick

Beth Wittbrodt

Michelle Wiznitzer

Robin Wold / Robin’s Food 

	 Distribution, Inc.

Margaret W. Wold

Mary Ellen Woods

Melinda Yachnin

Don Yannias

Nancy S. Yawitz

Ava D. Youngblood

Rebecca Youngerman

Wendy Yu

Joseph Zanoni

Kristin Zelkowitz

Deborah R. Zemel
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Most people who give to Chicago Foundation for Women have a common 
purpose: to give back to the community. And they want to help young women 
reach their full potential. It’s really that simple.

“I wanted to join an organization that gave back to young women,” says 
Michelle Mainor, explaining why she joined the Foundation’s African American 
Leadership Council a little more than two years ago. “I can appreciate the 
job I did raising my son, but I thought working with young women would be 
rewarding for me.”

The African American Leadership Council supports the Foundation’s  
fundraising and grantmaking efforts through the Sojourner Fund, allowing 
women of African American heritage to promote issues affecting women  
and girls in their communities.

In April, Michelle joined other council members at a fundraising event  
to recognize Girl World, a program based at Alternatives, Inc. in Chicago’s 
Uptown neighborhood that focuses on self-esteem and team-building for 
girls and young women ages 10-18. At that event, two young women spoke 
passionately about being involved in Girl World and how the program helped 
give them the voice and the vision they need to make their way through a 
complex world. “To hear those young ladies speak about their lives made me 
feel really good,” Michelle says. “That was a very moving moment for me.”

“Joining Chicago 
Foundation for Women 
has broadened my 
knowledge. From 
economics to violence,  
I understand the  
wide spectrum of  
girls’ needs.”

— Michelle Mainor,
      Vice president, Midwest Bank  
      and Trust Company

      African American Leadership 		
	 Council member

Inspiring a Leader
18



IItalicized names are in-kind donors

Corporations and Foundations

$100,000 +

Lakshmi Foundation 

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

$50,000–$99,999

The Catalyst Fund of Tides Foundation

Chauncey and Marion D. McCormick

	 Family Foundation

The Chicago Community Trust

The Libra Foundation

Polk Bros. Foundation

TotalWorks, Inc.

UBS

$25,000–$49,999

Alphawood Foundation

The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation

The Fairway Network

Levin & Schreder, Ltd.

Macy’s

The Nielsen Company / Nielsen 

	 Media Research

United Airlines

$10,000–$24,999

Bank of America

BP America, Inc.

Irving Harris Foundation

McCormick Tribune Foundation

McDermott, Will & Emery LLC

Morgan Stanley

Relations Foundation

Today’s Chicago Woman Foundation

$5,000–$9,999

ABC 7 Chicago

Alberto Culver

Baxter International Inc.

BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois

The Boeing Company

Chase Bank

Cole Taylor Bank

Goldman, Sachs & Co.

Huron Consulting Group

Hyatt Regency-Chicago

Jenner & Block LLP

Kraft Foods, Inc.

Lloyd A. Fry Foundation

Mayer Brown LLP

Northern Trust Company

Prince Charitable Trusts

Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine 

	 and Science

Sahara Enterprises, Inc.

Sara Lee Corporation

Target Stores

William Blair & Company, LLC

Women’s Funding Network

$2,500–$4,999

Access Community Health Network

ACLU of Illinois

Advocate Health Care

Aetna

Allstate Insurance Company

American Endowment Foundation—The

	 Thanksgiving Fund

Aon Corporation

Auditorium Theatre of Roosevelt 		

	 University

Century Business Service, Inc.

Chicago Chinatown Chamber 

	 of Commerce

Columbia College Chicago

Cushman & Wakefield

DeGiulio Kitchen Design

Eimer Stahl Klevorn & Solberg LLP

The Enterprising Kitchen

The Field Foundation of Illinois

Francis Beidler Foundation

Glacéau Smartwater

Holland & Knight LLP

International Profit Associates 

The John D. & Catherine T. 

	 MacArthur Foundation

The Joyce Foundation

Kittleman & Associates LLC

KPMG LLP

Local Initiatives Support Corp.

Motorola, Inc.

Navigant Consulting

Peoples Gas

Perkins Coie LLP

Playboy Foundation

Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago

Rush University Medical Center

Schwartz Cooper Chartered

ShoreBank

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & 

	 Flom LLP

U.S. Equities Realty

UnitedHealthcare

Walgreen Company

Winston & Strawn LLP

$1,000–$2,499

Hafner Vineyard

Heartland Alliance For Human Needs &

	 Human Rights

Heka Coaching and  

	 Communications, Inc.

Illinois Sports Facilities Authority

Luna/Clif Bar & Co.

M Group Worldwide, Inc.

Mary Kay

Metropolitan Chicago Healthcare 

Council

Otherwise Incorporated

Promed Personnel

Quaker Oats Tropicana Gatorade (QTG)

Additional In-Kind Donors
Arcadia Knitting

Bartenders’ Extraordinare

Body Balance for Performance

Pamela A. Butler

Charles Ifergan Salon

Concierge Car Service, LLC

Dick’s Sporting Goods

The Drake Hotel

Flatwater Restaurant

George Dunne National Golf Course

The Glen Club

GolfTec

The Goodman Theatre

Hard Rock Hotel Chicago

Mae P. Hong

Hyde Park Art Center

Lettuce Entertain You Enterprises, Inc.

Lisa Jeanne’s Hair Studio
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Marcena W. and Norris Love

Lynfred Winery / Tasting deVine Cellars

Marianne Strokirk Salons

Mary Walter

Mary F. Morten

Motorola, Inc.

Museum of Science and Industry

The Old Town School of Folk Music, Inc.

The Oprah Winfrey Foundation

Panera Bread

Park Hyatt Chicago

Peter Jans Golf Course

The Radisson on John Deere Commons

Sheli Z. Rosenberg

Salon Blonde

The Second City

Vosges Haut-Chocolat

Walgreen Company

Matching Gift Companies
Anonymous

Aon Corporation

Bank of America

The Boston Consulting Group, Inc.

Chase Bank

The Chicago Community Trust

Follett Corporation

Freddie Mac

Goldman, Sachs & Co.

Harris N.A.

Irving Harris Foundation

Janus Capital Group

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Kraft Foods, Inc.

The John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation

McCormick Tribune Foundation

Microsoft Corp.

Northern Trust Company

PepsiCo, Inc.

Pfizer Foundation Matching Gift Program

Polk Bros. Foundation

Prince Charitable Trusts

Sara Lee Foundation

Stinson Brand Innovation

U.S. Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D-Ill.) speaks at a press conference for the Illinois Elder Economic Security Initiative.
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It took a lot of hard work for Debra Pizer to raise three sons by herself and rise 
from sales department secretary to company CEO. Divorced at age 22 with 
three children under 6, Debra never dreamed that she would one day run the 
company where she started out earning $4.50 an hour.

She knows what it means to be a woman struggling to make it. And she knows 
that it’s her turn to give back, to help the many women who are still struggling. 
“Now that I’m at this point, I want to give back to somebody else. When I raised 
my children, I had no insurance and many people helped me.”

Debra learned about Chicago Foundation for Women through board  
chair-elect Gail Ludewig. The two are both members of a business leaders 
forum. During one meeting, Gail, asking everyone to make a donation to 
the Foundation, shared a story about a woman in an abusive situation. The 
woman’s story reminded Debra of her own earlier struggles. “I had already  
lived that,” Debra says, recalling the moment she knew she had to take out  
her checkbook and make a contribution. 

“Things happen for a reason, people come into your life. Chicago Foundation 
for Women showed me I could do more.”

“I’ve always tried to 
give back a little bit.  
At this point in my life, 
I do so well, I feel  
I can do more.”

— Debra Pizer, 
      CEO of Zeman Homes 
      and Neighborhoods

      Major donor

Inspiring a Builder
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Chicago Foundation for Women awards grants to emerging and  
established nonprofit organizations throughout metropolitan 
Chicago. Our grants further three principles of women’s human 
rights: economic security, freedom from violence and access to 
health services and information. 

This fiscal year, we awarded almost 100 grants worth nearly 
$800,000, bringing our historical total to 2,600 grants and $16 
million. This list includes the inaugural grants from both the Young 
Women’s Leadership Council’s fund and the Irene Bayrach  
Anti-Violence Legacy Fund, our newest donor-advised fund. The 
following is a list of our grantee partners during fiscal year July 1, 
2007 through June 30, 2008. Thank you for your great work. 

WHOM WE SUPPORT...
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The Sophia Fund for Advocacy
From 1983 to 1991, The Sophia Fund was an 

independent foundation. It made more than 

400 grants totaling $1.8 million to organizations 

addressing reproductive rights, violence against 

women and economic justice. In 1992 Sophia’s 

founder turned over part of the fund’s work to 

Chicago Foundation for Women to continue its 

support of advocacy and social policy efforts to allow 

women and girls to live to their full potential.

Illinois Maternal & Child Health Coalition – $25,000

The Women’s Health Policy and Empowerment 

Project empowers women and girls to advocate for 

mental, physical and reproductive health care and 

develops recommendations for improving maternal 

and infant health.

Jane Addams Senior Caucus – $15,000

The Back Home Project seeks to identify, recruit  

and empower older women to advocate for public  

policies that help senior women live independently  

in their communities and prevent premature  

nursing home care.

Justice Project Against Sexual Harm – $20,000

This first-of-its-kind law clinic champions individual 

low-income survivors of sexual assault and 

exploitation and advocates for sound policy and 

law related to rape and other forms of sexual harm. 

The grant is for general operating support.

Korean American Resource and Cultural  

	 Center – $15,000

Women’s Workplace Justice Campaign is a 

participatory research project to survey Korean 

American women about the issues and concerns 

they experience in the workplace; educate women 

about workers’ rights; and help women organize 

for workplace justice.

Pilsen Alliance – $15,000 

Líderes Buscando Respuestas y No Evasivas 

(Parent Leaders Seeking Answers Not Evasiveness) 

and the Parent Committee, made up of more than 

30 Whittier Elementary School mothers, are two 

campaigns that allow women to hold their elected 

representatives accountable to their interests. 

($10,000 of this grant was made possible by the 

General Fund.)

Protestants for the Common Good – $15,000

Faith Based Advocacy Network for Women 

consolidates and strengthens women of faith 

from five congregations and organizes women 

pastors to create a new Clergy Women’s Advocacy 

Network to be effective leaders and advocates on 

state and federal legislation.

Women Employed Institute – $15,000

Fair Workplaces: Paid Leave for All is a grassroots 

advocacy and public education effort that seeks  

a minimum standard policy for paid sick leave  

throughout Illinois.

General Fund
Access Living of Metropolitan Chicago – $10,000  

	 (For Founders’ Award for Young Women Advocates 	

	 honoree Amber Smock. Total award of $25,000 is 	

	 made possible by the Grace Allen Newton Fund,  

	 Leo S. Guthman Foundation, Iris J. Kreig, Marjorie 	

	 Craig Benton, Sunny Fischer and The Richard H. 	

	 Driehaus Foundation)

Alternatives, Inc. – $15,000 

Apna Ghar – $20,000 

Blocks Together – $15,000 

Brighton Park Neighborhood Council – $25,000 

Centro San Bonifacio – $15,000 

Chicago Legal Advocacy for Incarcerated 

	 Mothers – $15,000 

Community Organizing and Family Issues – $25,000 

Equip for Equality – $15,000 

Institute of Women Today – $15,000 

Music Theatre Workshop – $15,000 

Rogers Park Young Women’s Action Team – $15,000 

Umoja Student Development Corporation – $15,000 

Young Women’s Empowerment Project – $15,000 

Executive Director Discretionary Fund
African American Women Evolving – $2,500

Black Women’s Health Imperative – $3,500

Donors Forum of Chicago – $2,704

Estrojam NFP – $1,000

Health & Medicine Policy Research Group – $1,000

Heartland Human Care Services, Inc. – $5,000

Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault – $5,000

International Women’s Forum Leadership 

	 Foundation – $2,500

Jane Addams Hull-House Museum – $5,000

Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund, 

	 Inc. – $1,000

Midwest Access Project – $5,000

Personal PAC Foundation – $2,500

Sarah’s Inn – $1,000

Teatro Luna – $3,500

University of Illinois at Chicago – $1,000

Voices for Illinois Children – $5,000

Young Women’s Empowerment Project – $1,000

Zacharias Sexual Abuse Center – $2,500
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Donor Advised Funds
Donor Advised Funds may be established when 

a person or family donates $10,000 or more. The 

Foundation then helps the donor award grants from 

that fund to support specific issue areas affecting 

women and girls.

Fay Clayton Fund

African American Women Evolving –  $500

Chicago Women in Trades – $1,000

Human Rights Watch – $10,000

Mujeres Latinas en Acción – $1,000

NARAL Pro-Choice America Foundation – $2,000

NOW Foundation – $1,000

Planned Parenthood/Chicago Area – $5,000

Roger Baldwin Foundation of the ACLU, Inc. – $10,000

Women Employed Institute – $5,000

Grace Allen Newton Fund

Access Living of Metropolitan Chicago – $33,940

Access Living of Metropolitan Chicago – $15,000

(For Founders’ Award for Young Women Advocates 

honoree Amber Smock. Total award of $25,000 is  

made possible by the Grace Allen Newton Fund,  

Leo S. Guthman Foundation, Iris J. Kreig, Marjorie  

Craig Benton, Sunny Fischer and The Richard H. 

Driehaus Foundation)

Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center – $25,000

Girls on the Run – Chicago (GOTR) – $15,000

Illinois Caucus for Adolescent Health – $15,000

Personal PAC Foundation – $40,000

Personal PAC Foundation – $10,000

Rogers Park Young Women’s Action Team – $10,000

Women & Girls Collective Action Network – $10,000

Women’s Treatment Center – $40,000

Irene Bayrach Anti-Violence Legacy Fund

A Safe Place/Lake County Crisis Center for the 

Prevention

	 and Treatment of Domestic Violence – $15,000

Between Friends – $20,000

Branch Family Institute – $15,000

Family Shelter Service – $25,000

Judy and Bill Cottle Donor Fund

Chicago Legal Advocacy for Incarcerated  

	 Mothers – $500

Music Theatre Workshop – $500

Planned Parenthood/Chicago Area – $750

Nancy M. Goodman Fund

Brighton Park Neighborhood Council – $1,000

Center on Halsted – $2,000

Chicago Academy for the Arts – $2,000

Chicago Women in Trades – $1,000

Community Health – $2,000

Lawyers’ Committee for Better Housing – $1,500

Music Theatre Workshop – $1,000

Women Employed Institute – $1,000

Polk Bros. Foundation Fund for
Emerging Organizations

A Long Walk Home, Inc. – $4,500

Affinity Community Services – $5,000

Taking Back Our Lives – $3,000

The Literary Exchange – $2,500

Leadership Council Funds
Through our five leadership councils, Chicago 

Foundation for Women fosters a network of diverse 

leaders. We are the first women’s fund in the country 

to develop affinity groups to lead community outreach 

efforts. All five councils—including, for the first time,  

the Young Women’s Leadership Council—awarded 

grants this past year to organizations working in 

communities the councils represented.

Lavender Fund of the Lesbian Leadership Council

Amigas Latinas Association – $2,000

Center on Halsted – $2,000

POW-WOW, Inc. – $2,000

Teatro Luna – $2,000

Voces Primeras – $1,000

Women & Children First Bookstore – $2,000

Silk Fund of the Asian American Leadership Council

Asian Human Services – $3,500

Korean American Resource and Cultural Center – 	

	 $3,500

Sojourner Truth Fund of the African American
Leadership Council

African American Women Evolving – $3,600

María Mangual Unidas Fund of the Latina 
Leadership Council

Centro Romero – $1,000

Centro San Bonifacio – $1,000

Teatro Luna – $1,000

Young Women’s Leadership Council

Rogers Park Young Women’s Action Team – $2,500

Women & Girls Collective Action Network – $2,500
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statement of financial position
For the fiscal year ended June 30, 2008

ASSETS
	 Cash and cash equivalents	 1,009,854

	 Receivables	 737,846

	 Investments	 5,308,758

	 Unconditional promises to give, net	 44,040

	 Prepaid expenses and other	 55,710

	 Furniture and equipment, net	 44,537

Total Assets	 $7,200,745

LIABILITIES
	 Accounts payable	 279,412

	 Accrued expenses	 19,089

	 Grants payable	 140,000

	 Deferred revenue	 258,161

Total Liabilities	 $696,662

NET ASSETS
	 Unrestricted	 1,176,051

	 Temporary restricted	 1,343,486

	 Permanently restricted	 3,984,546

Total Net Assets	 $6,504,083

Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $7,200,745

Rated a four-star charity 
by Charity Navigator 
for two years in a row, 
Chicago Foundation 
for Women is a wise 
investment in women 
and girls. The following 
financial information is 
taken from the audit by 
Scanlon & Mathews LLP 
for fiscal year July 1, 2007 
through June 30, 2008.

To receive a copy of the audited financial statement, 

please call Chicago Foundation for Women at  

(312) 577-2801, TTY (312) 577-2803.
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grants by program area
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expenditures

Freedom from violence 

$163,000

Total Grants: $782,994

Health

$236,850

Economic security

$383,144

Management and general

$40,206

Total Expenses: $2,675,736

Fundraising

$541,834

Grants and programs

$2,093,696

sources of revenue

Special events (net)

$792,167

Investments and other income: ($107,692)

Total Revenue: $3,586,673

Foundations and corporations

$892,828

Individual contributions

$2,009,370

ACTIVITIES
For the fiscal year ended June 30, 2008



2008-2009 Board of Directors

Mae P. Hong 
	 Chair

Gail Ludewig 
	 Chair-Elect

Isa Ellis 
	 Secretary

Jean Pogge 
	 Treasurer 

Laura A. Tucker 
	 Vice Chair / Allocations

Bertha G. Magaña 
	 Vice Chair / Board Development 

Leora Rosen 
	 Vice Chair / Resource Development

Jane M. Saks 
	 Executive Committee Member at Large

Queta Rodriguez Bauer
Ellen J. Benjamin	
Catherine Braendel	
Brandee M. Butler	
Marj Halperin
Susan S. Hassan	
Millicent Holmes	
Alejandra L. Ibañez
Andrea S. Kramer
Gaye E. Preston
Barbara Rose
Lisa T. Scruggs

Anita K. Sinha
Sharmila Rao Thakkar
Donna J. Thompson
Aylice M. Toohey 
Paula Wolff
Frances K. Zemans

Alumnae Council  
(as of December 2008)

Audrey Rone Peeples 
	 Co-Chair 

Carleen L. Schreder
	 Co-Chair 

Mary Burrus Babson	
María C. Bechily
Ruth K. Belzer
Marjorie Craig Benton*
Allegra Biery
Saundra Bishop
Betsy Brill	
Juanita Salvador-Burris
Dorian K. Carter
Fay Clayton
Gwen Gilbert Cohen	
Marge Collens
Doris Conant	
Judith S. Cottle
Patricia C. Crowley	
Barbara Dillard
Barbara Engel
Sondra Berman Epstein
Sunny Fischer*
Rita M. Glass, EdD
Judy Gold	

Ann E. Goldman
Suzanne Gombrich	
Radhika Sharma Gordon
Sandra B. Grear
Trudy A. Hardin
Barbara Howard
Kathy Hurley
Polly Kawalek
Barbara Levy Kipper	
Rachel E. Kraft
Iris J. Krieg*
Judy Langford
Juju Lien
Lucia Woods Lindley* 
Lois J. Lipton
Marcena W. Love
Susan Graf Marineau
Dana M. Mikstay
Jo Moore	
Patty McDermott Moore
Mary F. Morten
Tamara L. Nelson
Grace Allen Newton	
Darlene M. Oliver
Marianne Philbin
Jamie Phillippe
Anita Pluta
Carmen Prieto
Carol Prins
Susan Pritzker
Sylvia Puente
Celene Peurye
Beth E. Richie
Janice E. Rodgers
Sheli Z. Rosenberg
Susan Rubenstein
Edna J. Schade
Margot Levin Schiff

Mita D. Shah
Deirdre Joy Smith
Donna M. Stone
Jann Stulberg
Tina Tchen
Linda E. Traeger 
Vanessa J. Weathersby 

* Founders of Chicago Foundation  
for Women

Leadership Councils
(as of December 2008) 

African American Leadership Council
Co-Chairs: Vernis Barrier-Likes and  
Nicole R. Robinson

Asian American Leadership Council
Co-Chairs: Sharmila Rao Thakkar and  
Lee-Lin Wang

Latina Leadership Council
Co-Chairs: Yolanda Cardenas and  
Lilliana De Santiago

Lesbian Leadership Council
Co-Chairs: C.C. Carter and Jane M. Saks 

Young Women’s Leadership Council
Co-Chairs: Natalie Evans, Linda Lu,  
Nicole Prichard and Sheeba Suhaskumar
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Staff 
(as of December 2008)

Mary F. Morten 
	 Interim Executive Director

Deirdra Bishop 
	 Grants Manager

Patricia Crossen 
	 Advocacy Intern

Mariah Pearl Cunnick 
	 Director of Annual Fund and Special Events

Shelley A. Davis
	 Director of Programs

Karen J. DuVall
	 Grant Writer

Laura Fletcher
	 Communications and Advocacy Manager

Lynne E. Johnson
	 Director of Advocacy

Jill Kirk
	 Director of Development

Allison MacMunn
	 Administrative Assistant

Sara M. Meza
	 Development Coordinator

Ellen Ross	
	 Advocacy Intern

Aparna Sharma
	 Program Officer

Meridel Thomson
	 Executive Coordinator of Board  
	 and Staff Relations

Adaku Utah
	 Jessica Eve Patt Intern

Ashley Van Sant
	 Information Systems Manager

Linda L. Wagner
	 Director of Finance

Cassandra West
	 Director of Communications

Marisol Ybarra
	 Leadership Councils Coordinator

Members of Teatro Luna, Chicago’s only all-Latina theater company, perform at the 23rd Annual 
Symposium, “The Art of Social Justice.”
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One of the largest women’s funds in the world, Chicago Foundation for  
Women believes that all women and girls should have the opportunity  
to achieve their potential and live in safe, just and healthy communities. 

Since 1986, the Foundation has awarded more than 2,600 grants totaling  
nearly $16 million to hundreds of organizations that make life better for women 
and girls. The Foundation also influences social justice through advocacy, 
leadership development and public and grantee education.  

Chicago Foundation for Women’s core values include gender-specific  
funding, diversity, accessibility and choice. Our work is rooted in three  
principles of women’s and girls’ human rights: freedom from violence,  
economic security and access to health services and information.

For more information on programs and volunteer opportunitites, visit www.cfw.org.

The 2008 Chicago Foundation for Women Annual designed by Sandstorm Design, 
www.sandstormdesign.com
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In 2008, Chicago Foundation for Women  
was fortunate to be led by Mary F. Morten,  
a former board chair and long-time supporter 
whose valuable expertise turned a transitional 
year into a transformational one.

In 2009, the Foundation welcomes Kelly 
White as the new executive director.  
Kelly joins us from Austin, Tex., where she 
served as executive director of SafePlace,  
an organization dedicated to ending rape, 
sexual violence, and domestic violence.

Looking Back, Looking Forward

Kelly White (left) and Mary F. Morten (right) 
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