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We are elected officials, public health administrators, legislators, social workers, nurses, and 
doctors.  We are also parents, teachers, grandparents, and students. 

  
We are all citizens of Illinois who believe that young people should receive medically accurate, 
age appropriate education about their sexual and reproductive health.  Although sexual health 
education can equip young people to make responsible choices to be healthy lifelong learners, 
Illinois does not provide public support to bring these programs to our youth.  
 
However, Illinois currently receives $1.8 million in Title V funds from the federal government to 
support Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage programs. These funds are highly restrictive and deny 
young people critical information for them to make wise decisions for their lifelong health. These 
programs are insufficient, inaccurate, and ineffective.  
 

* Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage programs deny young people access to critical health 
information which could help them make healthy decisions. By federal law, these programs 
cannot discuss the health benefits of using condoms and contraceptives.  These programs 
often distort the failure rates of condoms in order to promote abstinence as the only 
viable choice.  Young people often leave confused, assuming that using a condom is 
pointless.   
 
* Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage programs frequently exclude information about the 
prevention, testing, and treatment of sexually transmitted infections (STIs). This is of 
particular concern for health disparities in communities of color, where young people 
experience higher rates of STIs. 
 
* Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage curricula have been repeatedly proven to be 
ineffective.  A Congressionally mandated evaluation of federally funded programs 
showed that these programs had no impact on student behavior, while study after study 
show that more comprehensive programs delay the onset of sexual activity and increase 
healthy behaviors for students when they become sexually active. 
 

Our young people are too valuable to us, and our tax dollars too limited to waste on abstinence 
only programs.  

 
We Call On Illinois to Reject Title V “Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage” Funding! 

 
In Support, 
 
Frank Belmonte, D.O., MPH 
  Associate Director, Pediatric Residency Program  
  Director, Division of Child Protection and Advocacy  
  Director, Maine East School Based Health Center Lutheran General Children's Hospital 
 
Janice L. Benson, MD 
   Family Physician  

The Campaign to Reject Funding for Title V  
“Abstinence-Only-Until-Marriage” Programs 
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Maria A. Berrios 
  Illinois State Representative 
  39th District 
 
Dina Blumenfield, D.O. 
 
Sara Brown, D.O. 
 
Lindsey Buswell, DO 
  UIC/Illinois Masonic Family Medicine Residency 
 
Mariela Cano, M.D. 
  Illinois Masonic Advocate Family Practice 
  Maternity Co-Cordinator 
 
Chicago Girls’ Coalition 
 
Cathy Christeller 
  Executive Director 
  Chicago Women's AIDS Project 
 
Linda S. Coon, Attorney at Law  
  Project Director 
  Families' and Children's AIDS Network 
 
Lynda DeLaforgue 
  Co-Director 
  Citizen Action/Illinois 
 
Tiffany A. Dobbs, M.D. 
   Family Planning Fellow  
 
Elizabeth Feldman, MD, FAAFP 
  Medical Director, Advocate Illinois Masonic School Based Health Centers 
  Clinical Associate Professor, Department of Family Medicine  
  University of Illinois at Chicago  
 
Lucy Fox, MD 
 
Nancy Fritz, MD 
  Adolescent Medicine and Section of Chronic Disease 
  La Rabida Children's Hospital 
  University of Chicago 
 
Robyn Gabel 
  Executive Director 
  Illinois Maternal and Child Health Coalition 
 
Melissa Gilliam MD, MPH 
   Chief, Section of Family Planning and Contraceptive Research 
   The University of Chicago 
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David Goldberg, MD 
  Director, Section of Preventive Medicine 
  John Stroger Hospital of Cook County 
 
Richard A. Guthmann, MD, MPH  
  Advocate Illinois Masonic FMR  
  Clinical Assistant Professor of Family Medicine  
  University of Illinois at Chicago 
 
Greg Harris 
  State Representative 
  13th District 
 
Health and Medicine Policy Research Group 
 
Lisa M. Henry-Reid, MD 
 
Linda Holmes 
  Illinois State Senator 
  42nd District 
 
Sabrina Holmquist, MD MPH 
  Assistant Professor, Obstetrics and Gynecology  
  The University of Chicago 
 
Carrie Hutchinson, MD 
 
Illinois Coalition for School Health Centers 
 
Naomi Jakobsson 
  State Representative 
  103rd District 
 
Daniel Johnson, MD 
  Associate Professor of Pediatrics 
  Associate Chair 
  Department of Pediatrics 
  University of Chicago 
 
Katherine Kaufka, Esq. 
  Executive Director 
  International Organization for Adolescents 
 
Katherine A. Kirley, MD 
 
Dave Koehler 
  Illinois State Senator 
  46th District 
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Tanya Landsman 
  Director of Programs 
  Teen Parent Connection 
  DuPage County Illinois 
 
Ruth Martin, MSW, MPA 
  Social Worker Supervisor 
  Pediatric Infectious Diseases 
  University of Chicago 
 
Jaime Martinez, MD 
  Director of Adolescent Medicine at the CORE Center Program (AMaC) 
  Division of Adolescent and Young Adult Medicine 
  Stroger Hospital of Cook County 
 
Linda Masini APN 
 
Karen May 
  Illinois State Representative 
  58th District 
 
Lisa M. Memmel, MD 
 
Joshua Merok, MD 
  Family Practice Physician 
  Advocate Illinois Masonic Medical Center 
 
Elaine Nekritz 
  Illinois State Representative 
  57th District 
 
Nancy Petrik, RN, BSN, Illinois and National Certified School Nurse 
  President 
  Illinois Association of School Nurses 
 
Ed Pont, MD 
  President, Illinois Chapter 
  American Academy of Pediatrics 
 
Jean Razunas 
 President 
  Illinois PTA 
 
Doug Ryan MSW, LSW, CADC 
  Maternal/Child HIV Social Worker 
  Mt. Sinai Hospital/Sinai Children’s Hospital 
 
Kathleen A. Ryg 
  Illinois State Representative 
  59th District 
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Caryl A. Safford, RN, MPH 
  Prenatal Services Coordinator 
  Hinsdale Family Medicine Center and Family Medicine Residency Program 
  Adventist Hinsdale Hospital 
 
Elizabeth M. Salisbury, MD 
  Resident Physician 
 
Jeff Schoenberg 
  Illinois State Senator 
  9th District 
 
Rev. Alexander Sharp 
  Executive Director 
  Protestants for the Common Good 
 
Anne Statton 
  Project Director 
  Pediatric AIDS Chicago Prevention Initiative  
 
Heather A. Steans 
  Illinois State Senator 
  7th District 
 
Audrey Stillerman, MD  
  Medical Director  
  UICNI School Health Center Program  
  Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine  
  UIC Department of Family Medicine 
 
Mishka Terplan, MD MPH 
   Assistant Professor, University of Chicago 
 
Stacy Tessler Lindau, MD, MAPP 
  Assistant Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology and Medicine 
  The University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine 
 
Laura Thrall 
  Chief Executive Officer 
  YWCA Metropolitan Chicago 
 
Kelly Vaez, APN 
  Advocate Illinois Masonic School Based Health Centers 
 
Surabhi Vora, MD MPH 
  Clinical Associate, University of Chicago Hospitals 
  Section of Pediatric Infectious Diseases 
 
Lise Weisberger MD 
  Assistant Professor of Family Medicine 
  University of Illinois at Chicago School of Medicine 
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Amy Whitaker, MD 
 
Brenda Wolfe R.N.M.S.N. 
 
Charles Yingling, APN, FNP-BC 
  Family Nurse Practitioner 
  University of Illinois at Chicago 
  College of Nursing 
 
Ram Yogev, MD 
  Susan B. DePree Founders' Board Professor in Pediatric, Adolescent and Maternal HIV Infection-NUFSM 
  Deputy Director for Research - Clinical Sciences, CMRC 
  Director, Clinical and Translational Research Program, CMRC 
  Children's Memorial Hospital 
 
Chad Zawitz, MD 
  Clinical Coordinator of HIV Medicine at Cermak Health Services/Cook County Jail 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


